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" The Arab insolencles are often in the thoughts
of the Court/' wrote the London directors, " but
the Court fears they shall not be able to do
anything effectually to check their ^ growing
strength during the present war, which finds
employment for all our naval force. Further,
the Court sympathizes with Madras on their
severe losses by the pirates, which puts a damp
on the Company's trade, and affects their revenues/'

Annoying as were the losses that were suffered
from the chronic depredations of the Arabs and
Sanganians, they sank into insignificance when
compared with the troubles experienced on the rise
to power of Conajee (Kanhojee) Angria. The
growth of the Mahratta power under Sivajee had
been accompanied by the formation of a formidable
fleet which harried the coast of the Conean, and
against which the Seedee chief, the Emperor's repre-
sentative afloat, could hardly maintain himself. In
1698 Conajee Angria succeeded to the command
of the Mahratta navy, with the title of Darya-
S&ranga. In the name of the Satara chief he
was master of the whole coast from Bombay to
Vingorla, with the exception of the Seedee's
territory. Defenceless towns as far south as
Travancore were attacked and plundered, while, at